be too familiar with the ICC's characteristics. Finally, this contribution will end with a few short concluding remarks in section 4.
The ICC

Short Historical Overview
After the International Military Tribunals of Nuremberg and Tokyo, established after the horrors of the Second World War, efforts were made by the international community to establish a more general international criminal court. The Cold War halted this development but after the fall of the Berlin Wall, and after the experience of the ad hoc International Criminal Tribunals for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) and for Rwanda (ICTR), the establishment of a permanent international criminal court came within reach. Hence, a few years later, on 17 July 1998, the Statute of the ICC, the first-ever permanent international criminal court in the world, was adopted in Rome. This Statute entered into force on 1 July 2002 and today, 108 States are party to it. Only individual States can become party to the ICC Statute, the EU as a whole for example cannot, although it can collaborate with the ICC as will be shown in more detail below.
Basic Features
What kind of a court is the ICC and how does it function? An explanation of a few basic ICC features may be helpful here.
First, its nature: the ICC is a permanent, general, independent international institution with international legal personality. To start with the first element, the ICC is permanent in nature, meaning that its power to adjudicate will not end some day (as is the case, for example, with the ICTY and ICTR, which will have to close their doors in the near future). Furthermore, it is a general court, meaning that its jurisdiction is not linked with a specific conflict -as again is in contrast to the ICTY and ICTR which were only designed to deal with crimes committed in the context of the conflicts in the former Yugoslavia and in Rwanda. In addition, it is an independent international institution. Although the United Nations was very much involved in the establishment of the ICC, it is not a UN organ. This again differs from the ICTY and ICTR, which are sub-organs of the UN Security Council. Finally, the ICC has international legal personality, meaning that it can act on the international plane, for instance by signing agreements with other international actors such as the UN and EU (this will be further discussed in 3.3.2.).
